Dear Members of the Faculty Search Committee [or better, the name of the faculty chairing the search],
I write to apply to the [Position] at [Institution]. I was deeply interested to learn of this opportunity, as it corresponds closely to my research and teaching interests. I received my Ph.D. in [field] from [University] in [year], and I am currently a [position] in the [Lab of PI] in [Department] at Harvard University.
My work seeks to elucidate [big question/subject]. In particular, my research focuses on [2 or 3 key questions/problems]. My Ph.D. suggested/showed/demonstrated. My current postdoctoral work tackles [X # new questions]. I have published these results in [peer-reviewed journals], and I have [number] more papers under review. In the future, I would like to extend my current work to explore [future interests]. [If applicable: I have written and received several fellowships to support my training. These include [names]]. 
My teaching experience includes serving as a [Teaching Assistant/Lecturer] in [number of courses]. In this capacity, my responsibilities entailed [developing and delivering lectures, grading all assignments, leading class discussions, designing and supervising laboratory experiments, generating new course materials, and meeting with students individually]. I am prepared to teach both in [field], my area of research expertise, and in a wide range of courses in [neighboring fields], at the introductory, intermediate, and advanced levels. I especially enjoy mentoring students in active project-based learning in medium classes, and I would welcome the opportunity to develop new courses according to departmental needs, especially on [subject].
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am much attracted by the strengths of the [Department/School] in [areas], and its deep commitment to foreign [fields/approaches]. I believe that my background and research agenda equip me well to contribute to the mission of both the [School] and [Department, while enabling me to foster a vibrant environment for the study of [subjects]. 

Thank you for considering my application. I look forward to hearing from you. 
Sincerely,

